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PAGE 01 SUVA 01005 I32339Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 PC-05 /0I8 W 

045422 I41200Z/45 

R 132233Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY SUVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7509 
INFO AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 

UNCLAS SUVA 1005 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: N/A 

SUBJECT: PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS IN TUVALU 


1 . THE FOLLOWING EMERGED DURING DISCUSSION WITH THOMAS 
LAYNG THE BRITISH COMMISSIONEROE TUVALU WHILE IN SUVA 
OVER THE WEEKEND OF 10 JUNE. HE REGRETED THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
UNDER WHICH ONE OF THE THREE PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS QUIT 
HIS ASSIGNMENT IN TUVALU WITHOUT ADVISING ANYONE OF WHAT 
HE WAS DOING, BUT DID NOT MAKE A BIG POINT OP IT 
RECOGNIZING THAT THINGS LKE THIS CANNOT BE ALWAYS 
PREVENTED. 


2. ONE POINT HOWEVER, ON WHICH HE SEEMED TO SPEAK WITH 
CONVICTION WAS THE NEED TO CHANGE THE ADMINISTATIVE 
ARRANGEMENTS AND TO HAVE THE TUVALU VOLUNTEERS REPORT TO 
PEACE CORPS/SUVA RATHER THAN PC/HONIARA. IN FACT, HE DID 

NOT QUITESEE HOW THE CURRENT ARRANGEMENT CAME ABOUT SINCE 
THERE IS PRACTICALLY NO COMMUNICATION BETWEEN TUVALU AND 
SOLOMON, WHEREAS, CONTACT BETWEEN TUVALU AND FIJI IS 
REGULAR AND EVEN FREQUENT. 

3. I CAN SEE THE COMMISSIONER'S POINT AND WOULD 
REQUEST THAT THIS MATTER BE BROUGHT TO PEACE CORPS 
ATTENTION WITH VIEW TO BRINGING THE TUVALU VOLUNTEERS 
UNDER SUVA. THE SAME SEEMS TO APPLY TO GILBERT ISLANDS 
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SINCE THE VOLUNTEERS THERE ARE PRESENTLY ADMINISTERED 
ALSO BY PC/HONIARA. 
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